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ICAEW West Yorkshire and York

The University of Huddersfield’s Enterprise Team, founded in 2004, has always striven to
provide the best support possible for its emerging entrepreneurial students and graduates
exploring business start-up.

Wherever additional value can be created, it actively seeks collaborative opportunities with
external partners and from 2008 to 2013, was the lead partner in the ERDF funded, Graduate
Entrepreneurship Programme. That programme created the foundation of a network of
Enterprise Education staff across the 10 Yorkshire-based universities, and those relationships
are still actively maintained to the present day.

With such a history of collaboration, it made sense to maximize the value of the proposed
ICAEW Investment Readiness Programme, by introducing it across the Yorkshire region, once
plans started to be formed.

Five years after its inception, it seemed an appropriate time to reflect on the programme to
date, and | am delighted to present some insights in this Impact Report.

I hope that you enjoy reading the report and in closing, | would like to take the opportunity to
personally thank the following people, without whom, the programme would not exist.
¢ Samantha Hipkins - Regional Executive, West Yorkshire & York ICAEW

¢ Dr. Matt Stroh - Head of Audit Professional Standards and Engagement Leader,
Grant Thornton

¢ Paul Greetham - Business Advisor, University of Huddershfeld
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ICAEW West Yorkshire and York

ICAEW in Yorkshire & Humber has been delighted to work in partnership with the 10
Yorkshire-based Universities on the Investment Readiness programme for the past five years.

Those universities are very keen to support students and graduates who are inspired to start
up a business, and the Investment Readiness Programme has proved to be a really valuable
and complementary addition to the range of support they currently provided.

Through this collaboration, our local ICAEW members and member firms have had the
opportunity to work closely with Yorkshire’s young and talented entrepreneurs, sharing their
insight and expertise as chartered accountants to mentor participants to fulfil their business
ambitions.

The programme is designed for businesses that have been trading for 1 or 2 years and
are looking to secure investment. Sessions are held on raising finance, structuring deals,
presenting financial information and producing business plans.

From chocolate to crisps, escape rooms to inventions to help the blind access technology;
over five years together we have helped a plethora of businesses Fulfil their potential.

It has been our great pleasure to help support these inspirational young business owners and
we look forward to the continued success of the programme.
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An overview of the

Investment Readiness Programme

The West Yorkshire Society of Chartered
Accountants approached the University of
Huddersfield with a view to supporting the
University’s efforts to support student and graduate
business start-up. Preparing for investment was an
important issue not already covered under current
provision. In addition, as an issue which affected a
very small proportion of those supported, an event
was only likely to be viable when combined with
other regional universities.

To narrow the gap in knowledge and experience
between students or graduates and those investors
and advisors with whom they wish to engage. They
will be helped to develop their business plan & fi-
nancial forecasts, and enhance their understanding
of key investment readiness issues. The outcome
should be to equip them with the confidence to at-
tract investment.

“BPR Heaton have been delighted to contribute to the
ICAEW Investment Readiness Programme, a key ser-
vice in the sparse support offered to young and start-
up businesses. Young entrepreneurs often speak to

us about the difficulty in sourcing support at a time

in their careers when it is most needed. What the
Investment Readiness Programme offers is a chance
for young entrepreneurs to build relationships with
mentors and peers who can provide that much need-
ed support, not just over the period of the programme
but For the rest of their careers.”

) [

BPR Heaton
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Eligibility For IRP

The process




A Timetable of the Programme

Bl STAGE 1 (April

A one-day workshop to include sessions on managing finances, how to create an effective
business plan, intellectual property, access to finance and a panel session from thriving
entrepreneurs and investors who share their knowledge and experience on what it takes to
create a successful business.

STAGE 2 (May) .

Each student/graduate will be partnered with a local Chartered Accountant to help them
develop their business plan, create financial forecasts and hone their pitch over several
weeks.

. STAGE 3 (june)

Five shortlisted businesses practice their pitch in front of a panel of investors; those
not shortlisted join a development workshop hosted by an accountant and followed by
experiencing the final pitches. The ICAEW awards £1,000 prize to each of the best two
prospects.

“Always, | am delighted to participate in the ICAEW Investment Readiness Programme.
Coaching before the day and friendly, constructive questioning on the day of
presentation, together with the offers of mentoring support and guidance thereafter
from business people with wide and varied experience, is clearly welcomed by the young
entrepreneurs.”

VW

David Thornton FCA,
Yorkshire Angel
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Participants of the Programme

University of Bradford: University of Huddersheld:
University of Hull: Leeds Beckett University:
University of Leeds: Leeds Trinity University:
University of Sheffield: Sheffield Hallam University:

University of York:

Winners of the IRP .

Tom Stayte Hannah Duraid Max Scotford

Square Share Great Escape Game Bullion Chocolate

Sheffield Hallam University Sheffield Hallam University Sheffield Hallam University
2015 2016 2017

Harriet Howe
Lunabelle
University of Leeds
2018

Runners-up of the IRP .

Lauren Nicholson Tomo Paro Radharani Patel
Remember the date Yellow Label Toga

University of Sheffield University of Leeds University of Huddersfield
2015 2016 2017

Zachray Cundall Helen Andrzejowska

Ocean Spark Studios Ocean Spark Studios

University of Huddersfield University of Huddersfield

2018 2018

Omar Bahadur Daniela Orrego & Natalia Welch

Faraday Drinks Ltd Loro Crisps

University of Bradford University of Sheffield

2019 2019
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Participant

Hannah Duraid, Great Escape Game

THE GREAT

ESCAPE

GAME




Rohan Rebello, Comma Care
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Comma Care




Lakechia, Girls In Science
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Peter Waugh & Jonathan Langley, Torchbearer Interactive Ltd
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We would like to acknowledge the

support of:

. List of Contributers

WGN Chartered Accountants

Sheards Chartered Accountants

Simpson Wood Chartered Accountants
Wheawill & Sudworth Chartered Accountants
Naylor Wintersgill Chartered Accountants
Grant Thornton

KPMG Advisory

3volution LLP

Knowles Warwick Chartered Accountants
Weightmans LLP

ActionCOACH

Be Amazing Ltd

Future Finance Training

Shulmans LLP

Dutton Moore Chartered Accountants
BPR Heaton

. List of Investors

Rachel Hannan
David Thornton
Martin Avison
Chris Zanetti
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Gallery and External PR

A gallery page to provide recognition for the judges and finalists across the five years
of the Investment Readiness Programme.
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Gallery and External PR




ORKSHIRE Yorishire Business

Business News 72015

Circulation: 5,000

Solicitors up for Legal Aid Spotlight

)
ﬁ. Lawyer of the Year award Bethan Vincent,fou
ASM Care Solicitors have been A owner of Vincent's
L)’ shortlisted for the Legal Aid director of Bright |

Lawyer of the Year Award 2015

caresolicrtors fead more BN Read m

Two entrepreneurs from
Yorkshire universities win
Dragon’s Den-style pitch
for start-up investment

6th July 2015 | Published by Lee Schofield

The West Yorkshire division of the Institute for Chartered Accountants in England
and Wales (ICAEW) delivered the final stage of a three-part Coaching for
Investment Readiness Programme in partnership with Yorkshire universities on
Monday.

As part of the programme, four young entrepreneurs - a mixture of students and recent
graduates from Yorkshire universities - competed for investment in front of a panel of some
of the region’s top business advisors.

Entrepreneurs pitched their business proposals at the event, held at Grant Thornton in
Leeds on June 29th, 2015. The panel incduded business advisor and angel investor Rachel
Hannan, business coach Chris Zanetti and Colin Glass from WGN Chartered Accountants.

Sheffield Hallam’s Tom Stayte, founder of social media event printing business SquareShare,
was chosen by the panel as the overall winner of the pitch, winning funding from ICAEW
West Yorkshire, Tom will now go to the Yorkshire Association of Business Angels - an
investment network through which entrepreneurs seeking equity investment can grow
their business.




Entrepreneurs win
Dragons’ approval

Two entrepreneurs from
Sheffield universities have
won a Dragon's Den-style
businesscompetition.
Four young entrepre-
neurs-amixtureofstudents
and recent graduates from
Yorkshire universities-com-
peted forinvestment in front
of a panel of some of the re-
gion's top business advisors.
The competition was

the last stagein athree-part
programme run by the West
Yorkshire division of the
Institute for Chartered Ac-

countants to prepare bud-
ding entreprencurs for the
world of work.

Shefhield Hallam Univer-
sity’s Tom Stayte, founderof
social media event printing
business SquareShare, was
chosen by the panel as the

overall winner of the pitch,
winning funding from
LCAEW West Yorkshire.

Tom will now go to the
Yorkshire Association of
Business Angels - an in-
vestment network through
which entreprencurs seck-
ing equity investment can
grow their business.

Dr Matt Stroh, President
of ICAEW West Yorkshire,
also awarded a £2,500 Pres-
ident’s grant to Lauren Ni-
¢holson, from the University
of Sheffield.

She is the founder of so-
cial greetings card company,
Remember the Date,
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Bullion
and Toga
win the
pitches

TWO ENTREPRENEURS have
won a grant and a series of men-
toring sessions following a piteh
to a panel of some of Yorkshire's
top business advisers.

Max Scotford of Bullion, a bean
to bar chocolate maker in Shef-
field, and Radharani Patel, found-
er of Toga, an online fitness busi-
ness promoting a unigue fusion
of yoga and toning each won a
£1,000 grant following a competi-
tive piteh to the panel.

Mr Scotford said: “It was a
fantastic experience to have the
chance to pitch to investors and
receive valuable feedback.

“I will use the grant to carry
on growing the business, Bullion
has begun to gain momentum
through a series of opportuni-
ties - so having that cash flow to
increase my stock levels is essen-
tial.”

Ms Patel said “ am so excited
to have been part of this process
and look forward to investing this
money into fully launching my
national training programme for
TOGA.

“With the support of this pro-
gramme and the fantastic team
at the Enterprise centre in Hud-
dersfield, 1 hope to have TOGA
teachers around the world with
a reputation of being the lead-
ers in the fitness and yoga indus-

The pitch was part of the In-
vestment Readiness programme
delivered by the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants {ICAEW) in
West Yorkshire and York.

As part of the programme, six
entrepreneurs from Yorkshire
Universities pitched their busi-

ness proposals at an event host-
ed at Grant Thornton in Leeds on
Monday.

Mr Seotford and Ms Patel were
chosen as winners by the panel
which included business advisers
and angel investors, Rachel Han-
nan, David Thornton and Martin
Avison.

Yorkshire Post
22/06/2017
Circulation: 25,178
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Chocolate maker
wins pitch prize

Two entrepreneurs have
won a grant and mentoring
sessions following a pitch
to a panel of some of York-
shire’stopbusinessadvisers.

Max Scotford of Bullion,a
bean-to-bar chocolate mak-
erinSheffield and Radhara-
ni Patel, founder of Toga, an
online fitness business pro-
moting a fusion of yoga and
toning, each won a £1000
grant.,

Max said: “It was a fan-
tasticexperience to have the
chance to pitch to investors
and receive valuable feed-
back. [ will use the grant to
carry on growing the busi-
ness, Bullion has begun to
gain momentum through a
series of opportunities - so
having that cash flow to in-
crease my stock levels is es-
sential.”

Radharani Patel added: "l
am so excited to have been
part of this process and look

forward to investing this
money into fully launching
my national training pro-
gram for Toga. With the sup-
port of this programme and
the fantastic team at the En-
terprise centre in Hudders-
field, 1 hope to have teachers
around theworld with a rep-
utation of being the leaders
in the fitness and yoga in-
dustry.”

The contest was part of

the Investment Readiness
programme delivered by
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in West York-
shire and York.

As part of the pro-
gramme, six entrepreneurs
from Yorkshire universities
pitched their business pro-
posals at an event hosted by
Grant Thornton in Leeds.

The panel angel inves-
tors, Rachel Hannan, David
Thornton and Martin Avi-

The Sheffield Star

22/06/2017
Circulation: 17,159
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